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PREFACE. 


ELP and Aſſiſtance from our People, is a 
Thing greatly deſired and wiſhed for amon 
e Miniſters ; and the Want of it is gener 
felt and complained of. And therefore what 
is bere bumbly offered to the Friends and 
Lovers of Religion and Godlineſ5, to thoſe 
evho are mourning over the Degeneracy of the Times, 
and are imploying their Thoughts on every ſide, how to 
bring Things into @ better State and Condition, is this; 
the Part which belongs to private Chriſtians, as their 
Share of Service, in the . — of encouraging 
and promoting Religion. Ihe Performance is calculated 
for as general Uſe among f Ghriſtians as a Thing of this 
Nature would well adm gf. And if any Thing at tha 
firſt View ſhould appear not ſo acceptable to ſome, I would 
beſpeak the Candor and Patience of ſuch to hear, and 
weigh the Matter again in their own Thoughts: How: 


ever, the Mainggf what is Ew; offered will 7 allowed not 
only to be agre@ble to my Deſign, but to be of ſtanding Im- 
portance. An accurate and curious Reader, (4 am ſenſible, 


may not eaſily reliſh ſome ſeeming Repetitions ; but for 
4 I have — to s # dh Whole 3s chiefly intended 
for the Practice of private Chriſtians ; and when the 
ſame Things are brought over again, they are uſed and 
apphied to a different End and Purpoſe. I muſt alſo de- 

re of the Reader, who conſults the Profit and Advantage 
deſigned him herein, carefully to take Notice of the Hints 
and Intimations almoſt 10 where ſuggeſted, concerning 
ew — Rical and prudMitial Part of rhe Scheme recom- 
mended. 
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ATTEMPT Sc. 


INTROHDUCTION 


HE Growth of Tifdelity is the preſent 
MN Complaint of Multitudes —_—_ us. And 
the great Declenſion among profeſſing Chri- 


= ns, as to ſerious, powerful Godlineſs, 
8 0 5 7 is Matter of equal, if not greater La- 
SA KIA — with the truly Pious in the 
and. | | 
The Cauſes of ſuch a general Decay have been enqui- 
red after, that the Occaſions of it might be removed by the 
Bleſſing of God: The Duty of Minifters to this Purpoſe, 
both with: regard to their Preaching and Conduct, has” 
been excellently well ſtated and inforc'd in ſome Diſcour- 
ſes lately publiſhed. © But as to the Buſineſs before us, of | 
Chriſtians being helpful w their ye nt, and uſctul in the 
Congregations and Churches they heſong to, I know of no- 
thing that has been written protcf{cdly to ſet theſe Things 
in a particular and diftint View. | | 
If we look into the earlieſt, pureſt, and beſt Days of 
Chriſtianity, we ſhall find; that not only the Apoſi les and 
Miniſters of Chriſt were diligently concerned in promoting 
+ 4 B the 
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the Goſpel, in the Knowledge, Love and bleſſed Fruits of 
it, but the Chriſtians in their more private Places and Sta- 
tions were active and zealous in the ſame Cauſe, Some 
eminently uſeful this way are marked out as Helpers of the 
Apoſtles.” Thus Paul greets Aquila and Priſcilla, as 
his Helpers in Chriſt Feſus, Rom. xvi. 3. He makes par- 
rien eaten. of Tome Women that Jaboured with him in 
the Goſpel, Phil. iv. 3. and directs Titus to put the aged 
Women upon teaching and inſtructing the younger in their 
Chriſtian Behaviour and Conduct, that Enemies might have 
no Occafion or Handle to bJaſpheme, Tit. ii. 3, 4, 5- So 
likewiſe the Apoſtle Jahn puts the Chriſtians upon Ways 
of being Fellow-helpers to be Truth, Epiſt. iii. ver. 8, 
Indeed the Chriſtians in thoſe early Ages were ſo full 
of Chriſt, and the Goſpel Way of Salvation; they were 
animated by the Spirit of Grace and Power from on high 
in ſuch a divine and extraordinary Manner, as render'd 
them wonderfully active and zealous in this bleſſed Cauſe. 
Thus they prayed ; they wreſtled and ſtrove hard with 
God for the Furtherance and Succeſs of the Goſpel : No 
Diligence, no Labour or Pains were wanting. Their Lives 
were ſo humble and holy, ſo harmleſs and beneficial, ſo 
ſelf-detiying and heavenly, that hereby they would he! 
forward the Goſpel very much where-ever they came. And 
ſomething of the ſame Spirit among Chriſtians, and the, 
ſame manner of Practice, would be: found in any of the 
Iater Ages of the Church, where Religion has been in its 
flouriſhing State, if Obſervation, was cally made upon 
them; even in any particular Places, Congregations and 
Churches. Now if this is the Caſe, according to Fact and 
Experience, certainly it muſt recommend the Practice to 
all that would be glad to ſee Religion revived in the Lite, 
Spirit, and Power of it. 8 | 
In proceeding upon that which is here intended I ſhall. 
conduct my Diſcourſe in the following Manner; I will 
ſhew, ¶ herein Chriſtians are to be helpful to their Mini- 
ſters V eſul in the Congregations and Churches they 
belong to; the peculiar Adpantages of their being. 
% = How they are to be brought to this, and put 
into the Way of it. Same Objeftions nſt a Practice of 
this Sort, ſpall be ſtared and anſwered ; —— and the 
whole concluded, with Heads of Caution, Advice and 
Direction to Chriſtians, in theſe Attempts to which I am 
exhorting them. 1 CHAP. 


S 


—— 


Chriſtians helpful to Minifters; 3 
CHAP.”L 


The various Ways wherein Chriſtians ſhould be 
| helpful to their Miniſters, 


HE Ways in which Chriſtians may and ought to be 
helpful to their Miniſters are ſuch as theſe ; 


1. By Family Inſtruction and Caterbiſing, and maki 
ay for 2 — Inſtructions ns; Labours. * 
It muſt not altogether be paſſed over here; that it be- 
longs to Parents and the Maſters of Families, to all who 
have the Charge of others under them, to keep up the 
daily Worſhip of God in their Houſes ; to have the holy 
Scriptures read, and to make their Morning and Evening 
Offering of Prayer and Thankſgiving to God. Pour our 
thy Fury upon the Heathen, and upon the Families that 
call not on thy Name, Jer. x. 25. So, there muſt be a 
careful and a religious Obſervation of the Lord's Day. I 
is the Sabbath of the Lord in all your Dwellings, Lev. 
xxiii. 3. But what I chiefly intend here is, that in Fami- 
lies there ſhou'd be perſonal Iuſtruction. Heads of Fa- 
milies ſhou'd take all convenient Opportunities to inſtru 
Children and Servants, (eſpecially if they be ignorant 
in the Nature and Evil of Sin, in the Things of God, 
the World to come, and in the Nature and Importance of 
their Duty in the ſeveral Branches of it. And I doubt not 
but it wou'd be more uſeful ſtill, if there were ſome ſer 
and appointed Times for this Purpoſe, to talk over the 
principal Heads of Religion. Carechiſing alſo, I am fully 
perſuaded, ſhou'd have its Place in Family Inſtruction 
and Education. Here Learners ſhould not only be taught 
the Principles of. Religion by heart, but their T»ſtrufors 
ſhou'd, as far as poſſible, lead them to und Things 
as they go along. Theſe — now may well be placed 
in the preſent View, as helpful to Miniſters; for every 
one knows, what a fatal Bar groſs I in the Hearer 
is to a Miniſter's being uſeful to ſuch, and what need ſuch 
have of being taught the Principles of Religion. So that 
in ſome Meaſure, this is clearing the Ground, ' and pre- 
paring the Way for the' Miniſter. And when young Per- 
ns are thus prepared, they 28 be brought to pool 
; . , 2 6 
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Catechiſing, which is a moſt uſeſul Part of the Service of 
the Sanctuary, and may be eminently advantagious to the 
riſing Generation. As it will often be found, that Igno- 
rance.1s hard to be overcome, and the Tempers of young 
Perſons are carefully to be conſulted, (a Thing too com- 
monly overlooked) it will be convenient where Difficul- 
ties occur this Way, that Parents ask Advice of their Mi- 
niſters about the moſt likely Method of making Things 
caſy and taking. And by the Way, it may be well worth 


2 Miniſter's while, accurately to obſerve the early Work- 


ings of human Nature, and the Tempers of Children he 
converſes with, that he may be more capable of diſcharg- 
ing his own Services to them, and directing Parents when 


they conſult him on theſe Occafions, 

- 3 Chriſtians may be helpful to Miniſters, by encou- 

wet! 198" an Aitendance on the Word and Ordinances of. 
od; - -- 


You muſt encourage the Word and Ordinances of Chriſt, 
not only by your own perſonal Attendance, but by takin 
care, that your Families alſo keep cloſe to the Houſe and 


Ordinances of Chriſt, . Be ſieift to hear.  Forſake not the 


aſſembling. ur ſelves together, | Heb. x. 25. And 
apt =- 3 Hale = Opportunity for it amongſt 
others, you ſhou'd be putting them forward this Way too. 
Come, Let ul go to the Hou: of the Lord, Pſal. cxxii. T. 
And in doing this, don't forget to give the Ordinances and 
Ways of Chrift a good Mord; ſpeak, well and encouraging- 
ly of them, as they are amiable and delightful as well as 
profitable. You may be helpful this Way to Miniſters, 
not only as to the more ſacred and publick Seaſons of Wor- 
ip, but on other Occafions, as Lectures, and Times of 
Preparation for the Sacrament. When perions of leading 
Characters eſpecially appear ſorward and conſtant in theſe, 
it 1s very encouraging to others. But there is hardly any 
Particular under this Head, in which Chriſtians may be 
more eminently uſeful, than in encouraging others to the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, an Ordinance dreadfully 
neglected in moſt Places. Many will be more free with 
12 than their Miniſters, in diſcovering their Deſire and 
Inclination aſter it, or in propofing their Objectjons and 
Doubts, their Fears and Difficulties. You can inſorm 
your Miniſter of the Caſes of ſuch, or bring them to him, 
as well as fay ſomething inviting. and encouraging your 
25 | "Xo » . . Rs. % . . 4 c cs. 
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ſelves. It is often found, that ſome eminent Chriſtians of 
Experience and active Zeal, are very helpful and uſcful 
this Way, in encouraging the Word and Ordinances of 
Chriſt : But when Chriſtians appear negligent and indiffe- 
rent about the Means of Religion, this lowers the Eſteem 
of others for them, and ſo does unſpeakable Miſchief, 


3. Chriſtians may be helpful to their Miniſters, by e- 

conding their Sermons and other Labours. 

Chriſtians ſhould hear, not only for their own ſpiritual 
Profit and Advantage, but with ſows View to others too. 
And therefore Heads and Maſters of Families ſhould ſe- 
cond the Sermons and Labours of Miniſters, not only 
with an after Review as to themſelves on Lord's Day 
Evenings, but as to their Children and Scrvants. Such 
as cite after the Miniſter may very well make the Re. 
peating of what bas been heard a Fart of Duty when the 
Family is call'd together. However, I would adviſe by 
all means, that the Maſſer of the Family ſhou'd tall over 
what has been heard, in a free and familiar Way, accord- 
ing as his Memory ſhall ſerve ; with Intimations before or 
after, of the Neceſſity and Importance of laying up in ſtore 
_ What we hear. s | 

There ſhould likewiſe be a Time allotted for a. parti- 
cular Examination of Children and Servants about what 
tiey remember. And in this, weak Memories, when they 
are at a Joſs, ſhou'd be led and helped on by Queſtions 
that are akin to the Subject, or by ſhort Hints thrown in 
by the Bye for them to lay bold of. And withal, Care 
ſhould be taken to enter into, and learn their Senſe and 
Experience of Things about which they are examined. And 
be as to theſe Things, conſidering the Weakneſs of 
ome Memories, and the Shyneſs and Baſhfulneſs of ſome 
Tempers, the Examination ſhou'd by all means be ma- 
naged privately and apart, one by one, to give Opportuni- 
ty tor the greater Freedom. In the Cloſe alſo of the Exa- 
mination, proper Warning and Advice, Encouragement or 
Exhortation, ſhould be given them, grounded upon the 
Subject they have been hearing of. Beſides this, the Ser- 
mons and Labours of Miniſters ſhould be followed with 
Prayer for the Bleſſing of God. And where the Heads, or 
Subſtance of what has been heard is orderly and diſtinctly 
brought into the Matter of Prayer, this may prove ſtill far- 


ther inſtructing and edifying. $0 if upon any ſpecial Oc. 
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caſions the Miniſter has taken Pains with Families or the 
Members of them, this ſhou'd have a Remembrance in 
Prayer. This Bufineſs of ſeconding the Miniſter's Ser- 
mons and Labours may be carried farther too, among 
Neighbours and Acquaintance, or among Fellow- Chri- 
ſtians, when they meet together. A Practice of this 
alle I am perſuaded, would be very helpful to Mi- 

ers. N 8 


4. Chriſtians may alſo be helpful to their Miniſters, 35 
 snforming them of the State of Families, and of the 
State of the Congregation and Church. | 
This Inſtance of Service takes a wide Compaſs, and 
is highly necdful and important, though I fear but little 
of it ordinarily comes into Practice. I would not be miſ- 
underſtood here, a Miniſter of a generous Temper will 
abhor the Thought of prying officiouſly into the Secrets 
of Families, with a mean, ſelfiſh View. But ſurely none 
can deny, that he who ſuſtains the Office of a Shepherd 
ſhould give Diligence to know the State of bis Flock; and 
for this Purpeſe he will need the Aſſiſtance of private 
Chriſtians. Where ſuch a Knowledge is wanting a Mini- 
ſter will lie under great Diſadvantages. Indeed when 
icular Caſes or Perſons are aimed at, Things muſt by 
all means be managed with Wiſdom and Prudence; but 
t ſome Knowledge this way is apparently neceflary. 
Tis true, by Viſits, Converſation and Obſervation, he 
may in ſome meaſure inform himſelf; yet many Things 
will eſcape his Noticp if bis People be not helpful to him 
herein. And therefore they ſhou'd be ready to give him 
Intelligence of the State of Religion in the Congregation. 
- Enquiry alſo fſhou'd' be made into Families, to 
know-how Matters go on here; not only whether Reli- 
ion be kept up, but as to the Caſes of the ſeveral 
| — It is very convenient, that a Miniſter have 
ſome Knowledge of the Ignorant, Unbelieving, Carnal 
and ' Prophane, that he may ſeck the better after their 
Conviction and Awakening. But then Care muſt be ta- 
ken, that ſuch be not informed” againſt, or dealt with, fo 
as may provoke and incenſe; - for direct Accuſations, and 
perſona! Complaints, have commonly this Tendency. 
Both Miniſters and People are to have a particular Eye 
n ſuch as are under Cynvictions and ſerious Impreſ- 
fions ; ſuch as are pricked at the Heart; the ſober and 


+ the 


Chriſtians helpful to Miniſters, . 


the well inclined, ſuch as are ſetting their Faces Heaven- 
ward; where there is ſume good Thing towards the Lord 
God of Iſrael; theſe muſt be carefully tended, followed 
and led on. Now, as private Chriſtians commonly have 
the beſt Opportunitics of obſerving theſe "4 they 
are capable of acquainting their Miniſter with ſuch Cales z 
may bring ſuch into his Company, and make Way for 
them, — thus be helpful, as well as by giving Advice 
and Encouragement themſelves. The happy Succeſs of a 
Practice of this ſort is found and felt in {ome Places. So, 
where any labour under Doubts and Fears, under inward 
Diſtreſs and Perplexity about their Souls; where Perſons 
or Families are vifited with Afifions, under ſore Tri- 
als or Calamities ; where any are haunted and harraſs'd 
with Temptations, the Caſes of theſe in like manner muſt 
be made known to the Miniſter. Where any appear 
unſettled in their Judgments, fickle and wavering, 70 ro 
and fro with every Wind of Doctrine, (Epi. iv. 14) and 
may be in danger of imbibing Errors and ſwerving from 
the Truth; ſuch are to be taken notice of and carefully 
watched. if any grow cool and indifferent, Jukewarm, 
and ſecure in Proſeſſion or Practice, and ready to back/iide 3 
the Caſe of ſuch alſo calls for ſuitable Notice. In theſe 
ſeveral Caſes Chriſtians ſhou d think themſelves concern; 
ed, and as prudently as may be let their Miniſter into the 
Knowledge of them. 

A Miniſter ſhould be acquainted with the Talking of 
Church-Members ; and therefore his People ſhou'd take 
notice, how the ſeveral Members attend the Lord's Sup- 

r in particular, and whether the Tenor of their Lives 
be cable to their Calling and Character in the Church 
of Chriſt. Where the Members of Congregations, and 
more eſpecially the Members of Churches, are found 
T4 te. 2p their Lives; where any are guilty of groſs 
and ſcandalous Offences, ſuch are to be taken notice of, 
and dealt with according to the Rule of our Saviour; If 
a Brother * &c. Matt. xvili. 15—18. But here 
let me add, that Caution is needſul both in Miniſters and 


People, that a great Difference be always obſerred be- 


tween. human Infirmitics, Weakneſſes and Miſtakes, and 

eat and ſcandalous Crimes. If little Diſguſts and Re- 
entments, perſonal IIl-will, or ſpiteful Complaints be in- 
dulged and admitted, this will create no little Miſ-- 
chief in Congregations and Churches. Agrecably to _ | 
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I ami upon, I know it is the Practice of ſome Churches, 
(and a Practice that I can't but approve of and wiſh well 
to) where ſome of the wiſcr and more experienced Men 
of leading and honourable Characters in the Church, 
(ſuppoſe the Deatons) have this Work more immediate- 
ly put upon them, (vis. to have- the Overſight of the 
Members, whether they attend the Sacrament; &c.) 
And with the Miniſter they have a Hand in enquiring into 
the Reaſons and Oceaſions of Neglects and Omiſſions, as 
theſe diſcover themſelves. Nor are the Poor to be forgot- 
ten on this Occafion, but proper Intelligence is to be gi- 
ven, that ſuitable Proviſion may be made for their Re- 
lief: A Care ſo much the more neceſſary, as we often 
find that thoſe who have the juſteſt Claim to theſe Aſſiſt- 
ances are the leaſt ſot ward to ask them. 


5. Chriſtians may be helpful to their Miniſters, by join- 
ing with them in any Meaſures aud Undertakings 
for the common Good of the Society. 5 91 

The general Apoſtolical Canon is, Let all Things be 
done to edifying, 1 Cor. xiv. 26: And though we dif- 
claim all Impoſition in our ſelves of others, yet it is now 
cherally known and generally allowed, that Time, and 
lace, and other Circumftances, will give Occafion for 
Alterations in Church Order and Diſcipline. Particular 
Modes, Rules and Meaſures of Proceeding, may have 


occaſion to vary; though we muſt always adhere as cloſe- 


ly as poſſible to the Rule of Scriprure, and the purer 
4 es of Chriſtianity. As then, the general Good and 
Edification of Congregations and Churches is principally 
to be ſought after and aim'd at, 'Cuſtoms and "019 295 


though of ſome ancient ſtanding, when they become in- 


convenient, offenſive or hurtful, ſhou'd be dropped and laid 
aſide ;:and if Matters require it, others agrecable to the 
Goſpel, and likely to promote the Peace and Welfare of 
Churches, ſhould be taken up. So if Meaſures and Me- 
thods which have good Countenance in the Goſpel, and 
Goſpel Times, have been neglected and diſuſed, it will 


be well to have theſe revived and reſtored. But theſe- 


Changes and Regulations, even in the 7ufoms of Churches, 
are tender Things; and as they ought well to be thought 
of and weighed, together with Circumſtances and Conſe- 

ences that may happen; before any Alterations be fer 


on foot, fo when they are attempted, it ought to be with the 


I greateſt 
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E Caution, Wiſdom and Prudence, for where rhe/+ 
ave not an hand in the Management, great Miſchief has 
often come in, And therefore when any Thing of this 
Nature is to be done, Chriſtians are to be helpful to their 
Miniſters : And commonly when they are hearty for the 
Things themſelves, the Work will be found cafy ; but 
when it is otherwiſe, no wiſe Man will attempt Regula- 
tions by himſelf, Among ſome perhaps, the Terms of 
Communion may be too narrow; and amongſt others, 
the Door of Admiſſion may be too wide and unguarded g 
and therefore Regulations here, when prudently brought 
about; may be of Service. Private Mectings for Prayer, 
Chriſtian Conference, and -the ing of experimental 
Religion, is a Practice which often been found, by 
the Bleſſing of God, to put almoſt a new Face upon 
Things in ſome Places and Congregations. Not only in 
_ Meaſures and Undertakings for the common Good of 
gregations, but in the ſpecial Proceedings of Ch n 
er and Communion, (as in the Admiſſion of Menivers, 
Sc.) as a Minifter in all reaſon ſhould take his People 
along with him, fo if they heartily concur with him they 
will be found very helpful. 


6. Chriſtians may be wy to Miniſters, by pre- 

venting, or removing Diſconragements and Ls. 
Arances. | 
When the Ordinances of Chriſt are ſadly neglected, either 
on the more publick Seafons of Worſhip, or on occafional Op- 
r this is a great Diſcouragement, and a' grievous - 
Damp to a Miniſter in his Work. When Profeflors run 
into undue Liberties, paſs the Bounds of what is of good 
Report, and tread the Confines of Sin, this gives great 
Occafion of Scandal and Offence to many ſcrious, tender, 
watchful Chriſtians, and creates a Minifter no ſmall Trou- 
ble. Such Things as theſe ſhould be guarded againit, 
and prevented or removed by thoſe that wou'd be helpful 
to Miniſters. 

So when Prejudices, IIL-will, or Reſentments, Heart- 
burnings, and Jealoufies, Quarrels and Contentions, ariſe 
among Brethren that worſhip together, and ought ro walk 
together in Love; whether they be about temporal or re- 
ligious Matters, theſe threaten a fatal Influence upon the 
Peace and Edification of Societies. Chriſtians therefore 


ſhould be watchfal, and _ to heal ſuch Breaches ; 
| and 
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and happy is it, when they are taken and buried in their 
firſt beginnings ! Thus the Apoſtle would have civil Dif: 
ferences made up among Chriſtians, that their a oat 
might not expoſe them and their Profeſſion to the World : 
Dare any 1 having a Matter againſt another, go 

#0 Law ? &c. 1 Cor. vi. 1,4, 5,6. If any Man have a 
| Quarrel againſt another, he preſſes them to forbear and 
forgive, as Chriſt was ready to forgive them, Col. iii. 13. 
Sleſſed are the Peace-Makers, for they ſpall be called the 


Children of God, Mat. v. 9. 


7. Chriſt:ans may be helpful to Miniſters, by /upport- 
Aug and maintaining their Character. ; 
Not that I imagine, when the Characters of any that 
have taken upon them the Office of the Jſniftry, arc 
{candalous and obnoxious, that they remain ſo ſacred as 
not to be touched; no, I ſhall always think a vicious Mi- 
2 Shame and Diſgrace to his Character and Calling, 
Marneſtly wiſh all the Churches of Chriſt were purged 


a 
from ſuch. But then it muſt be remembered, that 

niſters when they anſwer their Character and Calling, 
with ſuitable Abilities and Graces, and labour for the 
Glory of Chriſt and the good of Mens Souls with Dili- 
gence and Faithfulneſs, are to be ſupported in their Cha- 
rafters, or the Intereſt of Religion will ſuffer as their 
Uſefulneſs ſuffers. We live in an Age in which the Mi- 
viſtry is violently ſtruck at; and even thoſe that are an 
Honour to Religion, and their Proſeſſion, are blended 
and branded with the Vile and Scandalous ; a Thing as 
miſchievous as it is unjuſt. Miniſters are but Men; and 
therefore when they fall into ſame Miſtakes and Impru- 
dencics, and betray human Weakneſs. and Imperfcction, 
this eſpecially in younger Miniſters ſhould not be wreſted 
and aggravated, but kindly ſoftened and paſs'd by : Herein 
Chriſtians may be helpful. When the Perſons and Cha- 
raters. of Miniſters are unjuſtly degraded, their Miniſtra- 
tions and Performances run down; when undue Suſpici- 
ons and Surmiſes are ſent abroad, and III. will and Preju- 
dices vent themſelves, this is very hurtful to their Mini. 
firy, and ſhou'd be guarded againſt. And fince this 
Work is not ſo proper for Miniſters themſelves, their 
People ſhou'd ftand up for them, and vindicate them, as 
the Matter requires. lt is often found, what little Things 
taken up againlt Miniſters without any real Grounds, have 
8 | | * 8 
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a baneful Influence upon their Uſefulneſs : And therefore 
Chriſtians ſhould take all N to put a Stop to 
any Thing of this ſort, When a Miniſter anſwers his 
Character, as he is the Servant of the Lord, fo he is a 
reat Friend to Men, in labouring for their, bett, their ſpi- 
ritual and eternal Intereſt ; and as ſuch he ought to be 


reſpected. 


8. Chriſtians ſhou'd be helpful to Miniſters by praying 

or them. ; 

Thus the Apoſtle Paul beſpeaks the Prayers of the 
Theſſalonians for himſelt and his Fellow-Manitters ; Zre- 
thren, G for us, 1 Theff. v. 25. And eſpecially upon 

ome Occaſions, when Difficulties, Dangers, and Trials 
beſet him, he cries out for the Prayers of Chriſtians, that 
they wou'd /tr;/ve and wreftle with God for him, Rom. 
xv. 30. and Col. iv. 3, And when Deliverance is obtain- 
ed, he tells the Corinthians, their Prayers were helpful 
towards it, 2 Cor. i. 11. ; | 

You ſhould pray, that God by his Spirit would en- 
creaſe and enlarge their Abilities for their Work, their 
Gifts and Graces, —— That the Spirit of heavenly Light 
and Influence wou'd preſide over thery, and guide them 
in their Studies and Preparations for the Sanctuary and the 
Altar. ——- That they may come forth to you, in the Ful- 
neſs of rhe Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Peace; feed the Flock 
of God, and give to every one their Portion in due Sea- 


ſon. - That God would give them Strength, Lite, 


and Zeal, for their going through their Work. That 
all Obſtacles and Hindrances may be taken out of the 
Way of their Uſefulneſs. Your Prayers ſhou'd regard 
their Work before it comes on. Thus on LZord's-Day 
Mornings, when in ſecret, or Family-Worſhip, you ask 
the Blefling of God upon the Means you are to attend ; 
ſend up ſome earneſt Petitions for your Miniſter. And 
when the Seed has been ſown, and you go back to the 
Throne of Grace in your own Houſes, it ſhou'd be water- 
ed again with the Prayers of the ſeveral Parts of the Con- 
gregation for a farther Bleſſing. Confidering, now, the 

ies of God, the ſpecial Encouragement he has given 
to Prayer, and the wonderful Succeſs Prayer meets with 
in the Court of Heaven; if Chriſtians were hearty, fer- 
vent, and conſtant in a Practice of this ſort, it might cer- 
tainly be expected that 1 Prayers would help 9 
+7 - | the 


chief Hopes and Expectations concerning Congre * 
and Churches, muſt be from Chriſtian Famili 
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the Miniſter's Work and Labours. But when Prayer is 
not going up to God, in behalf of the Miniſter you fit un · 
der, that which wou'd be * is A Lange | 
may be helpful to Miniſters by their Prayers, that can do 
little for them any other way, Let your Miniſters then 
have your conſtant Remembrance in your Addreſſes to the 


Throne of Grace. 


Theſe are the various Ways in which Chriſtians may 


de helpful to their Miniſters, and very much fo by the 


Bleſſing of God, O that there was a better Spirit and 
* this Way in all the Aſſemblies of the Faith - 


— — —_— — — 2 — — 
- 


CHAP. IL. 


 Wherein Chriſtians are to be uſeful in the Con- 


gregations and Churches to which they belong. 


T. JAVING ſhew'd wherein Chriſtians are to be belp- 
ful to Miniſters, it may ſeem at firſt as though what 


TI here propoſe was too near akin to be confidered . 
rately from the former, But if in ſome Inſtances 


Things ſhould nearly coincide, yet if in others they d 
not only admit of being caſt into a different View, but of 
being enlarged and carried farther, this will: be of Advan- 
tage to my Deſign, And as to the Chriſtian's Uſefulneſs 
in the ogrogation and Church, I apprehend ſeveral 
Things may be mentioned, which will lead him to be 
farther helpful in his Place and Character, beyond what 


he was pat upon in the former Chapter; as, 


I. By Chriſtians being uſeful in their Families, they 
ul alſo be uſeful ta rhe Congregations and Churches 
they belong to. ' 
How much the Intereſt of Congregations and Churches 
depends upon their particular Families, is cafily appre- 
hended, Now and then indeed, ſome may be brought 
in from diſtant Quarters, from Places and „e of 
Ignorance, and 2 Kind of heatheniſh Darkneſs ; but our 


eſe 
ar 
1 re 


— 


* 
* 


* 
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are like little Nurſeries for the Church of Chriſt, to - 3 
pl or encreafe it. And therefore fuch as would be utc. 
[ mult ſet themſelves, ' in the firft Place, to do what 
they can at home. When Chriſtians are wanting in their 
Families in this refpeR, it can hardly be expected they 
will exert themſelves abroad: But if they ſhou'd appear 
forward amongſt others, yet as it will be eaſily known 
that they take little or no Care of their own Houſhold, 
this will give a ſhrewd Sufpicion that they are not acted 
by a laudable Defign to promote Religion, but by ſome 
ſelfiſh, mean, baſe View ; and this will mY their 
doing any good. Parents therefore, and the Heads of Fa- 
milies, muſt labour to do Good, and be uſeful among 
thoſe under their immediate Care and Charge, by all the 
Ways and Methods of ſpiritual Service; by teaching and 
inſtructing Children and Servants, warning and exhorting 
of them, encouraging, and giving what Aſſiſtance they 
can in the Ways of God; by keeping up Family 
Religion, and ſetting and amiable Fxamplcs before 
thoſe in whoſe View they daily walk. When any of the 
younger Branches of Families appear ſerious and well tin- 
ctur'd with Sobriety and Religion, they ſhould alſo be 
put into the Way of afliſting bers and Siſters, and 
others of their Companions in the Congregation. There 
is ſomething peculiarly engaging in this too; when young 
Perſons, the Children of religious Parents and Families, 
(whoſe Birth and Station fets them ſuperior to Servants) 
will condeſcend, in a kind and friendly Way, to be In- 
ſtructors and Monitors to Servants in the Behalf of God 
and Chriſt. Here Chriſtians muſt begin, that would be 


| ſerviceable to the Intereſt of Congregations and Churches, 


pe muſt ſet themſelves to be uſeful in their own Fay 
es. 


2. Chriſtians are to be uſcful in the Congregations and 
Churches they belong to, by encouraging an Attend- 
ance upon the Word and Ordinances of Chriſt. 

What has already been ſaid on this Head, as affording 
Help to Miniſters, navy very well be. applicd to the pre- 
ſent Purpoſe, as one Way of being Uſcha) in the Congre- 
gation and Church. Where the Lord's Day is religiouſl 
and conſcientiouſly obſerved and kept up by Chriſtians, — 
the Ordinances of God's Houſe honourably attended, this 


has a manifeſt Tendency towards the Good of Congrega- 
tions, 
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tions. But where Chriſtians are not Encouragers of the 
Means of Grace, it is hard to conceive how they ſhou'd 
be much uſeful other ways. If they appear wanting here- 
in they'll not be much minded in other Things. 


3. Chriſtians may be uſeful in the Congregations and 
Churches they belong to, by cultivating and main- 
. Faining, @ good Underſtanding, a free and friendly 
Acquaiutance, Intimacy, and Converſation, among ſt 
one another. 

The Religion of Chriſtians is a great Friend to all the 
Branches and Offices of Humanity amongſt Men. But 
Perſons of the ſame Society, Fellow-Chriſtians, and Fel- 
low- Members of Chriſt, who worſhip together, ought to 
walk together in a nearer and ſtricter Friendſhip and 
Love. Thus Fellow-Chriftians are frequently taught to 
carry it with a peculiar Concern, Kindneſs, and Affed ion, 
towards one another. Ze ye kindly affectioned one to ano- 
ther, with brotherly Love, in Honour preferring one 
another, Rom. xii. 10. Let brotherly Love continue, 
Heb. xiu. 1. A Strangeneſs, Diſtance, and Shyneſs, 
amongſt ſuch, as if they were not of the ſame Family and 
Community, is unnatural and unbecoming. This too 
commonly breeds ſomething of an ill Spirit, creates Trou- 
ble to a Miniſter, and deprives Chriſtians of the Opportu- 
nity of performing many great and uſeful Offices and Duties 
which they owe one towards another. Fellow-Chriſtians 
therefore, ihould ſeek after a Knowledge of each other; 
and this ſhould be carricd into a near and friendly Ac- 

aaintance, Freedom, and Intimacy, ſo as to make wa 
or g. uſcfully together. For Inſtance, the lead- 
ing Perſons of Congregations and Churches ſhould always 
cultivate and maintain a good Underſtanding among them- 
felycs, that their Affairs may be conſulted and carried 
on with Concert and Agreement, in Harmony and Love. 
The Rich and the Wealthy ſhould take kind and friendly 
Notice of the Poor; the Aged of the Young, and the 
more wiſe and experienced of the Weak and Unskilful; 
and this they ſhould do with a View to be uſeful too. 
Where any appear well inclined, and hopeful, looking 
Sioy-wards, every Eye ſhould take Notice of them with 
Pleaſure, and every Tongue be ready to welcome them 
into the Ways of God and Heaven. Thoſe that would do 
Good, and be uſeſul in Congregations, ſhould carry it 


thus, 
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thus, eſpecially towards the you ones of the Flock, that 
appear promiſing and hopeful. They ſhould look upon 
ſuch with Pleaſure, and rejoice over them; ſhould receive 
them as a ſort of Companions, and make their Company 
caſy and agreeable to them; ſhould always ſpeak encou- 
ragingly, and give Religion and the Service of Chriſt a 
good and honourable Word, From their own Experience, 
t 


ey ſhould with an Air of Satisfaction join the Teſtimony 
of 5 and let them know, that Wiſdom's Ways are 
Ways of Pleaſantneſi, and her Paths, Paths of Peace, 
Prov. iii. 17. That Chriſt's Commandments are not grie- 
vous, 1 John v. 3.' But in keeping of them, as well as for 
| keeping of them, here is great Reward, Pal. xix. 11. 
Thus Chriſtians of the ſame Society and Communion, 
ſhould carefully promote a good Underſtanding, Intima- 
cy, and Fricndſhip, with one another; ſhou'd ſeek and 
delight much in each other's Company; ſhould carry it as 
Companions in the Kingdom and Patience of Chriſt. 
And this good Underſtanding and Friendſhip might 
rendered profitable and uſeful by frequent friendly Viſits 
and Converſation : As they ſhou d not be Strangers to one 
another, neither ſhou'd they be Strangers to each others 
Houſes. And it would be better ſtill, when Fellow-Chri- 
ſtians meet together and Opportunity ſerves, if their Dif- 
courſe and Converfation, now and then, turned profeſſed- 
ly upon religious Subjects; either in confirming each other 
in the Grounds of their common Faith, or in entering up- 
on ſome Head of inward and experimental Religion, Ca- 
fes of Conſcience, Difficulnes, Iempricioas, Sc. This 
is no inconfiderable Step in the Way of Chriſtians being 
uſeful to one another, and ſo aſeful in the Congregations 
and Churches they vowel to : For where a good Under- 
ſtanding, Friendſhip, Love, 1s wanting, rtuni- 
ties ſor doing Good very much ceaſe; and esd ſome- 
thing will be found very vrejudicial to the Peace and Edi- 
fication of Societies. 


4. Chriſtians may be uſeful in the Congregations and 
Churches they belong to, by 4 ſuitable, epgaging, 
deunning, and exemplary Carriage and Behaviour, 

The Goſpel, and the Grace of it, where theſe prevail, 
give an inward Excellency to the Chriſtian Mind, a Frame 
of Heart that ſhould beget Admiration and Eſteem in all 
that underſtand what a God. like Temper means. And in 

| * ſome 
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ſome Meaſure the Chriſtian will be of a Piece, his out- 
ward Actions and Deportment like the inward Temper 
of the gracious Mind. The Goſpel, arid the Grace of it, 
is ſo far from befriending any ill 8 and Di ſpoſitions 
in the Profeſſors of it, that it ſtrikes at, and labours to 
wear off whatever ſavouts of the proud, ſullen, and mo- 
roſe Kind; the ill-natur'd, injurious or cruel, This 
reaches us to be civil, affable, and courteous, harmleſs 
and inoffenfive, good-natured, kind, and beneficial to- 
wards all Men. And when a becoming Civility, Kind- 
neſs, and Benevolence towards Men, naturally mingles it 
ſelf with the Chriſtian Carriage; this muſt in ſome 
Meaſure be engaging to all Beholders. When Chriſtians 
carry about them, even in the Eyes of the World, he 
Th; s thar are lovely, and of good Report, as the Apoſtle 
directs, Phil. iv. 8. Where the Fruits of the Spori 
breathe ſweetly from them in their Lives; ſuch as Tove, 
Foy, Peace, Long ſuffering, Gentzeneſi, Goodneſ5, Faith, 
Temperance, ( al. v. 22, 23.) | 4s there is no Law 
againſt ſuch Things, To others will find nothing to ſay 
againſt them, but may be greatly ſoftened and won upon 
hereby. And every Thing in the Chriſtian Carriage t 
is engaging and attracting, as Humility, Meekneſs, and 
a condeſcending Temper, Self Denial, Forbearance, and 
Forgiveneſs, hearty] Good-will, Friendſhip, and Charity, 
Moderation, Prudence, Cheatfulneſs, Sc. ſhould 
ſought and endeavoured after by Fellow-Chriſtians 
Fellow-Members one towards another, Rom. xii. 16—19. 
Be of the ſame Mind one towards another ; Mind not 
high Things, but coodeſcend to Men of low Eſtate. Re- 
compence to no Man Evil for Evil. Fit be poſſible as. 
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all Men. Col. 
iii. 12-15. Pat on therefore, as the EleF of God, Bow- 
els of Mercy, | Kindneſs, &c. 2 Pet. i. 7. Add to Godli- 
neſs brotkerly pur 3 6 and to brot heriy Kindneſs Cha- 
rity. Such ſhould the Carriage of Chriſtians be, when 
they aim to do Good among young Perſons. All their 
Warnings and Reproofs, Perſuaſions and Encouragements, 
ſhould ordinarily. come from them in an engaging and 
obliging way. In the ſame Way too, ſhou'd all brorberiy 
Offices and Duties be performed by Chriſtians one to- 
wards another. But when Perſons greatly miſs it as to 
this in their Carriage towards each other, they common! 
loſe their Aim when they ſeek to do ſome good, Proud, 
impe- 
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imperious, haughty, moroſe Airs, rather diſguſt and 
affright Perſons than gain upon them. I can't but hearri- 
ly wiſh here, that Dr. Vatts's fine Sermon of @ lovely 
Currin e (Vol. II. of his Sermons) was carefully read and 
taken along with Chriſtians into their daily Walk and Con- 
verſation. 

Chriſtians ſſiou'd be uſcful al ſo in the Congregation and 
Church, by an exemplary Carriage. Mat. v. 16. Let your 
Lights ſo (vine before Men, that they may ſee your good 
Works, and glorify your Father which is in Heaven. 
Phil. ii. 14, 15, 16. Do all Things without Murmurings 
and Diſpuriags ; that ye may be blameleſs and harmleſs, 
the Sons of God without rebuke, in the midſt of a crooked 
and perverſe Nation, among whom ye ſhine as Lights in 
the World ; Pony forth the Word of Life. - Examples, 
we find, whether they be or bad, will do ſomething 
with thoſe that lie within the Reach of them. Ill Exam- 
ples do an unſpeakable deal of Miſchief, as Sin and Wick- 
edneſs is both taught and countenanced hereby. And 
when the Lives of Profeflors are blemiſhed with any con- 
fiderable Failings and Miſcarriages, this not only cuts 
them off from being uſeful to others, but commonly occs- 
fioneth farther Miſchief. It is in vain for thoſe to pretend 
to mend others that very much want reforming themſelves. 
Bur when Chriſtians, by a good and honourable Conver- 
ſation, ſet good Examples before the Eyes of others, it is 
to be hoped that ſame will learn hereby, and that others 
will be quickened, encouraged, and confirmed in their 
Way. Thoſe that would be uſeful Chriſtians certainly 
ſhould be exemplary ones; exemplary in their Fami- 
lies, exemplary in the Houſe and Ordinances of God, and 
exemplary in their Callings and Conduct amongſt Men. 
When Chriſtians appear excellent Patterns of all Goodnefs, 
this will be a Means of doing Good, and will give Coun- 
tenance and Force to all their Ways and Endeavours of be- 


ing uſeful. 


5. Chriſtians may be uſcful in Congregations and 
Churches to which they belong, by Leing ready ro 
connſel and adviſe, exhort, encourage, comfort aud 
aſſiſt each other. | 

There are many Offices of this Nature friendly to Reli- 
„ which. Chriftians have frequent Opportunities of diſ- 
Garging one tv another; and theſe are recommended and 
322 5 * ma.” 
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inforced as Matter of Duty by the Scriptures of Truth. 
Rom. xiv. 19. Seek the Things that make for Peace, 
and wherewith ye may edify one another. Heb. iii. 13. 
Exhort one another daily, while it is called to Day. So, 
Chap. x. 24. Conſider one another, to provoke ro Love, 
and good Works. In the more immediate Buſineſs and 
| Concerns of Religion and Godlineſs Chriſtians may be 
uſeful, not only by ſeaſonable Counſel, Warning and Ad- 
vice to the Ignorant and Carnal, as common Opportunity 
ſerves, but there are ſome ſpecial Circumſtances and Oc- 
caſions in which they ought to attempt it with peculiar 
„ and a more affectionate Zeal. It often happens, 
that ſome Perſons want Counſel and Ad vice, either about 
Matters of Faith, or Matters of Duty, or Difficulties that 
occur in the Religious Life; and therefore the Wiſe and 
Experienced might become helpful and ſerviceable here. 
When any a Negligent and Indifferent, in a declining 
Way as to Chriſtian Profeſſion and Practice, and ready to 
backſlide, thoſe that would be found in the Way of Uſe- 
falneſs ſhould take Opportunity to endeavour to convince 
and recover ſuch. . Herein, as well as in other Caſes, it 
is the Duty of Fellow-Chriſtians faithfully ro admoniſs one 
another, Rom. xv. 14+ | 
So when Fellow-Chriſtians, or Fellow-Members, are 
under inward, ſpiritual Darkneſs, Trouble and Diſtreſs | 
ſet upon with Oppoſitions and Temptations, and almo 
fainting under them, this is a ſpecial Seaſon when ZPre- 
zbres ſhould ſtep in to encourage and comfort, adviſe, di- 
rect, and pray for them. hen thou art converted 
ſtrengthen thy Brethren, Luke xxii. 31, 32. Chriſtians 
are to bear one another's Burdens ; to weep with them 
that weep, Rom. xii. 15. When Perſons or Families are 
viſited with bodily . AMiQtions and Diſeaſes, or oppreſſed 
with outward Straits, Difficulties, and Calamitics, this 
alſo is an inviting Seaſon for Chriſtian Friends and Bre- 
thren to interpoſe, and exert this Labour of Love I am 
now recommending, We are to remember thoſe that are 
in Bonds as bound with them; and them ihe er 4 
verſity," as being ourſelves alſo in the Body, Heb. xiii. 75 | 
And as to the Poor of the Flock, when any of theſe 
Things happen among them, they ſhould not be over- 
looked or forgotten, but ſhould be made Sharers of the 
Notice and Aſſiſtance of Fellow-Chriſtians as well as others, 
So in temporal and civil Affairs, in the Buſineſs of 2 
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| Callings, and the Concerns of common Life, tender Con- 


ſciences eſpecially, and ſuch as would act fafely in all 
Things, 5 2 as to keep Conſcience void of Offence, will 
often ſtand in need of Counſel and Direction. And in 
the Multitude of Counſellors there is Safety, Prov. xi. 14. 
When Advice can be had from Men of known Religion 
and Conſcience, it is certainly moſt defirable, and may 
moſt ſafely be depended upon. And as to this, ſome 
Chriſtians of Ability, Wiſdom and Prudence, have been 
very uſeful, and hereby have obtained an honourable 


Conſciouſneſs of having diſcharged their Duty. The Ad- 
vantage and Service ariſing from a becoming Care in all 
the forementioned Particulars, is ſo apparent and manifold, 
that the very mentioning of them may be a ſufficient Re- 
commendation. 


6. Chriſtians may be uſeful in the Congregation and 
Church, by preventing of Errors, healing of Breaches, 

6 IS &c. wa : 
would not encourage any to a dupropertionate 
Streſs on thoſe Things in Diviniry which are only Mat- 
ters of curious Speculatioh, nor adviſe them to be over ſo. 
licitous about bringing others exactly to their own Senti- 
ments in them. But, ſuch Errors as endanger in any a 
Departure from the Faith once delivered to the Saints ; 
— Such as have a fatal Tendency to divert Perſons 


Regards from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the bleſſed Spi- 
g Gr and Rae ro to weaken a Senſe of 


their Obligations to vital, practical Religion ſuch 
as lead towards a Party Spirit, or Party Meaſures; when 
theſe get footing, and are in danger of ſpreading them- 
ſelves, tis the Duty of uſcful Chriftians to endeavour to 
— Stop to them. They may endeavour in a Chriſtian 

irit to convince the Erroneous, and ſet them right in 

cir Judgments ; or labour to ſhew them, that what 
they contend for is not of ſo great Importance as they ap- 
— end; that Contentions are of miſchie vous 

nſequence among Brethren. Or it Occafion be, they 
may bring the Matter of Debate before the Miniſter. 
Error is a perplexed Labyrinth, where weak Heads eaſi- 
ly loſe. — but don't ſo cafily find the Way out 
again; and therefore ſometimes when the Erroneous will 
not be convinced, but — obſtinate and troubleſome 

i | 
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it may be beſt to perplex, puzzle, and conſound them, in 
order to ſilence, if not ſhame them. Such as are in dan- 
ger of being draws away, ſhould, methinks, be kept out 
of the Way of Infection, or prepared and armed againſt it. 
But here, let it be — remember d, that the Deal- 
ing with theſe Things muſt not be with Heat, Violence, 
or Bitterneſs z theſe ordinarily tend only to rivet Perſons 
the faſter where they are, or drive them the farther off 
from the Truth. Things here muſt by all means be ma- 
naged with Temper and Prudence; and therefore the 
cue and rienced, and Perſons of Steadincſs and Con- 
duct, Sl 10 molt and beſt in this Work. So where 
Strangeneſs, III. will, and Heart-burnings, either among 
Families or Eellow-Chriſtians, are kindling, and begin to 
ſhew themſelves, it is Time for the Sons of Peace to ſet to 
work ; for theſe threaten the Peace and Edification, if not 
the very Frame and Subſiſtence of Societies. Whether 
they arife upon a Perſonal or Family Account, upon a Ci- 
vi: or Religious Bottom, they have an ill Face and a miſ- 
chievous Tendency : ' Eſpecially when they look towards 
Party-Meaſures; when they run out into Diſputings, and 
blow up the Coals of Strife and Contention, then eſpe- 
cially the Friends of Peace and Love, and Godlipeſs, 
ſhould ſtep in to aſſwage and ſtop the growing Miſchief. 
Eph, iv. 31, 31. Let all Bitterneſs and Wrath, and An- 
ger, aud Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking, te put away from 
Jou, Sec. Jo ſuch Caſes as thęſe uſcful Chriſtians mult act 
the Part of Peace-Makers. This indeed is an unpleaſant 
as well as a difficult Work ; e greater Tem- 
per and Prudence. Happy is it, where nothing of this Na- 
ture happens in Congregations and Churches ! Nay, con- 
fidering human Nature, bappy is it, I may ſay, where 
every Congregation bas ſons that are hearty and active 
Friends of Love and Peace. ; e 


7. Chriſtians may be uſeful in the Congregations and. 
Churches they belong to, by  excauraging aud up- 
holding private Meetings and Aſſemblies. 

It muſt be owned, that amongit our pious Fore-fachers, 

this was a Practice of no ſmall Eſteem and Note *. - And, 
one great Reaſon why it has been laid afide in many Con- 


*'See Neal's Hiſt, of the Pur. Vol, I. p. 275, Ee. and Calamy's 
Abridgment, Vol, I. p. 299. " coo af; 4 


gregations, 
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egations, ſeems to be, that ſuch private Meetings in 
ome Places have been upon an ill Footing, under 1mpru- 
dent Management, and attended with ſome difagrecable 
Conſequences. But after an impartial Review of this 
Matter, I can't but propoſe it among the other Ways of 


_ Chriſtians being uſeful in the Congregations and Churches 


they belong to; for it ſeems pretty plain to me, that if 
ſuch private Aſſemblies were ſet up under a proper Deco- 
rum and due Regulations, and ſo carried on, they might 
be made very advantagious to Societies. It would ſeem, 
as if thoſe were ſome ſuch private Aſſociations and Meet-" 
ings on Foot among the Godly in ancient Days, which we 
find recorded with ſo much Honour by the Prophet Ma- 
lachi, Chap. iii. 16, 17. And well known as the Paſſage 
is, yet it is ſo weighty and pathetick, that I can't forbear 
roducing it at large. Then they that feared the Lord 
ake often one to another ; and the Lord hearkened, and 
heard it, and 3 Book of Remembrance was written before 
him, for them that feared the Lord, and that thought 
upon his Name. And they ſpall be mins, ſauth the Lord 
of Hoſts, in that Day when I make up my Jewels; an 
I will ſpare them, as a Man ſpareth his own Son that 
erve:rh him. Such private Aflociations and Meetings 
might be of Uſe, methinks, for Chriſtian Conference and 
Converſation. I ſhall take leave to inſert here, what I 
read with great Pleaſure in Dr. S. Wright's excellent 
Treatiſe of the Deceitfulneſ of Sin*. Amongſt other 


Means to prevent Sin's deceiving and hardening, he pro- 


cs this, as favoured by known Experience, and what 
often been found ultcful ; thar, © Chriſtians ſhould 
form themſelves into voluntary Societies or Aſſociations, 
on purpoſe to watch over cach others moral Conduct, 
« and to promote experimental Religion. | know, 
« ſays he, there is a Society for propagating of Chriſtian 
«© Knowledge, Societies for Reformation of Manners ; but 
«+ theſe are none of them ſv conſtituted as to prevent the 
© Progrels and Power of Sin in the Manner of the Text. 
A Society acting upon ſuch a Foot, muſt be a ſelect 
Number of Men, freely communicating a Senſe of their 
© Frailtics and Dangers, to one another, and conſulting 
about proper Ways for Preſervative or Recovery, Cc.“ 


Page 180, 181, 490. 
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For Chriſtians to meet together at ſet Times now and 
then (ſuppoſe once a Week) and part of their Time to be 
allotted for free and familiar Diſcourſe and Converſe upon 
ſome particular Head or Branch of Religion, might be ve- 
ry uſeful. This, methinks, would be a likely Means of 
promoting a good Underſtanding among Fellow-Chriſtians, 
——— to promote a Freedom of Thought, and an Aptneſs 
and Readineſs. in Religious Converſation ; to en- 
large Chriſtian Knowledge and Experience; — to ex- 
cite and encourage one another in the Ways of God and 
Heaven. This might prove helpful againſt Difficulties, 

' Diſcouragements and Temptations : —— And by this 
Means too, Family-Religion might the more cafily be in- 
troduced and ſet up in Families, If private Meetings were 
kept up among the Members of Congregations and 
Churches with this View, and under proper Re ulations 
and Management, I can't but hope ſome Fach Advantages 
as theſe would attend them. The Time allotted for ſuch 
private Meetings, ſhould not, I-think, be intirely conſined 
to Chriſtian Conference; but there are other Things which 
ſhould bear their part, The Way of Repeating Sermons, 
as is cuſtomary among ſome, may be of Uſe when done 
with Judgment and Seriouſneſs. But a Confinement to 
this, 1 apprehend, would not be fo well, as it might ſhut 
out Religious Diſcourſe and Converſation, to which I 
would by all means allow a Place in theſe Exerciſes. Some- 
times the Affairs of the Congregation will require to be 
Jooked over, confidered and conſulted about, and there- 
fore ſhould have a Place here ; and by this means Perſons 
will inſenfibly, as it were, be intereſted in, and attached 

to the common Intereſt. Another Thing alſo, which de- 
mands no ſmall Part in theſe Meetings, 1s Prayer. The 
| Perſons concerned herein ſhould take their Part in Prayer 
to God, for their Miniſter and the Succeſs of Ordinan- 
ces; and for the State of the Congregation and Church to 
'v which they belong. And as particular Circumſtances 
for ſuitable Notice; ſuch as remarkable Occurrences o 
Providence, the good Work going on or at a Stand, great 
Declenfions among any, Perſons or Families under Afflicti- 
ons, Oc. according as theſe fall out, the Work of Prayer 
ſhould have a larger Share in theſe Exerciſes. It does not 
ſeem ſo r indeed, that the Work of theſe private Meet- 
ings ſhou'd be under an exact Confinement, or be carried on 
in a conſtant Round; bur as Variety makes Things the more” 
plcafing, 
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leaſing, ſo there may be an Alteration and Variation as 
Becafions or Prudence ſhall direct. Farther, as to theſe 
ivate Aſſociations and Aſſemblies among Fellow-Chriſti- 
ans, ſome greater 1 might attend them ſtill, 
rhaps, if they were diſtin and ſeparate ones; young 
Perſons by themſelves, and others by themſelves, I can't 
but think theſe Things deſerve freſh Notice and Confide- 
ration, when many amongſt us are thoughtful about Ways 
and Means of promoting and reviving practical Godlineſs. 
And if Experience may be admitted on the Side of theſe 
Things, then many Places and Congregations where they 
are on foot under prudent Management, will witneſs to 
their great Uſe and Advantage. | 
To conclude this Head, 


8. I muſt add to the Particulars already mentioned; 
Chriſtians, if they defire to be uſeful, wzuſt be zealous 
and active, and exert themſelves much, for the Glory 


of God, and the Good of 1he Society to which they 


and related. 


That ignorant and miſguided Zeal, which' the Apoſle | 
at 


calls a Zeal not according to Knowledge, Rom. x. 2. | 
Zeal which ſpends it {elf on little, empty, lifeleſs Spe- 
culations, or extrernal, indifferent Forms, and is often as 
furious as it is blind, this is ſo far from being encou- 
raged, that it ſhould rather be ſolicitouſly guarded againſt 
in ourſelves, and if poſſible, extinguiſh'd in others. But 
a true, prudent, and well directed Zeal for God and 
Divine Things, muſt be confeſs d to ſtand among the ſu- 
yore Attainments of the Chriſtian Character. Gal. iv. 18. 
7 


is good to be 2ealouſly affected always in a good Thing. 


Chriſtian Zeal, as it is very much founded in the Chriſti- 
an Principles of Faith and Love, fo it is a warm, a lively 


Concern of Heart, to have God glorified in the 8 | 


to ſee the Savour of Chriſt's Name ſpread it ſelf far an 
near, his Kingdom advanced, and Men brought into. it. 


here this obtains, it will ſhew and exert it ſelf againſt 


Sm and Wickedneſs, The Man of true Zeal for God will 
be zealous for the Religious Obſervation of the Lord's 
Day; zealous for the Houſe and Ordinances of 
Chriſt, and the Succeſs of the Miniſtry; zealous 
for all Chriſt's Ways, for all the ſubſtantial Parts of Faith 
and Godlineſs. Where Chriſtians are impreſs'd and ani- 
mated with ſuch a Spirit as this, they will be * 
| I ve 


— 
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active to encourage and promote Religion, eſpecially in 
the 8 and Churches they belong to: They 
will uſe Diligence, take Pains, and exert themſelves to 
do ſomething, by the Bleſſing of God, that the Intereſt of 
Chriſt, and the everlaſting Welfare of Souls, may be going 
forward amongſt them. Men of Zeal and Activity for 
God will readily and heartily join Iſſue with the Miniſter, 
as being concerned in the ſame Cauſe ; will go along with 
him, and ſtrengthen his Hands in all Meaſures that may 
be helpful to the common Intereſt. | 
If Chriſtians now were but thus forward, active, and 
zealous in the Cauſe of God and Souls, what bleſſed 
Work would it make amongſt us? Was it thus with Per- 
ſons of ſome Standing and Character in Congregations and 
Churches, they would ordinarily be much more helpful 
and uſeful than they are; and by their forward and laud- 
able Examples, they might quicken others to rake the 
fame Steps. The Apoſile tells the Corinthians, that their 
Rerwardae/s and Zeal to miniſter Relief to the poor 
Saints, had provoked very many, 2 Cor. ix. 2. It is of- 
ten found in ſome ſtyall Congregations, that a few ſuch 
eminent Chriſtians, of an active, zealous Spirit, have been 
the Means, under the Care and Bleſſing of Chriſt, of ſup- 
porting an Intereſt to a Wonder: And on the other hand, 
when ſuch have been removed by Death, the Loſs f 
them has been ſenſibly felt, and Things afterwards could 
hardly maintain their ground; this ſhews the Impagrance 
they wete of. For my part, I ſhall never wonder; when 
a Sort of Lethargy and Deadneſs has ſeized the Members 
of Congregations and Churches, if the great Work goes 
on heavily and ſlowly ; for this is enough to grieve and , 
, provoke the good Spirit of Grace, and ſet him and his 
lefling at a 4 


- 


iſtance. I am confident it higbly concerns 
Miniſters, to take Opportunities and great Pains to inſtil 
| theſe Things into their People; to awake and rguſc 
fg them up into a lively Concern for the common Intereſt, 
. to form them into a publick Spirit; to encourage and 
1 =, their Teal and Activity, and put them forward in 
5 oy of Uſefulneſs ; and eſpecially to let their People fee | 
| thele Things to the Life, in their own Examples, and in 
j the Steps they take to do good and be uſctu], * wo 
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CHAP. Ill. 


What the peculiar Advantages are that would 
attend ſuch a Practice as this amongſt Cbri- 


ſtians. 
UCH a Practice as this, of Chriſtians being helpful 
to Miniſters, and uſeful in the Congregation and 
Church, carries along with it ſome peculiar Advantages 


to recommend and, inforce it. 


- 
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1. Miniſters, as to their Work, would reap great Ad- 
vantage Ho it. | | 
They would be grearly encouraged and animated here- 
2 If a Miniſter be left to ſtand alone, as it were, 
this muſt needs be an unſpeakable Diſcouragement to 
him: , He'll oſten be forced to complain and lament in 


ſecret, for want of that Help and Aſſiſtance which Cir- 


cumſtances call for. But on the contrary, if he finds his 
People doing their Part in their Families, encouraging 
Ordinances all they can,- helpful and uſeful amongſt one 
another, entering . heartily along with him into all Mea- 
ſures and Undertakings ſerviceable to the common Inte- 
reſt, and forward 7 ready to every good Work ; this 
will be an unſpeakable er to bim. This 
will ay a wide Foundation beſore him, for his Hopes 
and Expectations to build upon; this will be a daily Source 
of inward Satisfaction and Delight. This will add Plea- 
ſure to his Studies, and Fervency to his Prayers; it will 

nicken his Diligence and his Leal, and pive Life and 

pirit to all his Labours: It would be a mighty Encou- 
ragement and Help every way. What will not faithful 
2 be willing to do, when there is ſuch a Spirit and 

eadineſs among their People ? It would alſo make the 


Mork eafier to a Miniſter, where he has many other Hands 


to aſſiſt and ftrengrhen his own. It was a kind Part in 


Jonathan 40 his Friend David, that he ſtrengthened his 


Hands in his God, 1 Sam. xxiii. 16. Now according to 


this Scheme Chriſtians will ſometimes be going before the 


Miniſter, in preparing the Ground and cutting out Work 
for him, or in removing Hinderances and Difficulties out 


of the Way, Sometimes they 2 be going along with os, 


— 
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and acting their Part as Fellow-Helpers to the Work. 
And at other Times they are coming after him, and in 
their Way of doing Good going over the ſame Ground 
where the Miniſter had been before them, in putting 
their Hand to what he had been doing in order to —.— 
and ſtrengthen the ſame. Many Hands come in here to 


_ and kelp on the Work of Religion in their ſeveral 
WW nnd enecftind 2 is. 5 | 


2. Such a Pradice among Chriſtians, <vou'd be of Ad- 
vantage to Congregations and Churches. 2 
Hereby many Hinderances and Impediments in the 
Way of. Religion <vould - be prevented or removed, and 
ſach too as will hardly be prevented in any other way. 
This was the noble Spirit of the Apoſtles and firſt Mini- 
ſters of CHriſt, and I may add, of the firſt Chriſtians too. 
They. were exceedingly. concerned and watchful not to 
Jay any tumbling Blocks in the Way of the Gofpel, and 
the Succeſs of it: So it ſhould be the Care and Concern 
of Chriſtians in every Age; and if Hinderances are occa- 
. fioned by others, theſe ſhould be removed as much as m 
be. Now by Care and Pains taken with Families, tha 
groſs Ignorance will be removed, which otherwiſe there 
would be as to the great Things of Religion and Godli- 
ness. [It is often a great Hinderance that ve can't come 
at ſome, and are unacquainted with the Caſes of others 
that pl for Aſſiſtance ; but here you might help us out. 
ons of Scandal, and giving ence, too commonly 
happen; — Prejudices, Reſentments and Heart-Burnings 
_ ariſe among Brethren,; in theſe Cafes you may be helpful 
and do Service. Difficulties ſometimes will be in the 
Way of bringing Things about for the common Intereſt, 


where your Hands only perhaps can make all eafy. When 


- Chriſtians are eminently helpful to their Miniſters, apd 
uſeful in the Congregation, many of the moſt hurtful Hin- 
derances and Impediments to the Support and Growth of 
Religion, will be either prevented or removed ; fome 


will have no Place, by reaſon of ſach Helpfulneſs, and 


others will be removed by degrees. But # our People 
are not aſſiſting to us, many ſuch there will be; ſome un- 
avoidable upon this very account, and many more acci- 
dentally creeping in. Another Thing is, this would be an 
Honour and an Encouragement to Religion, and 'a Means 


to quicken and ſtir up others, 
2 


Religion 
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k - Religion in it ſelf is a moſt excellent Thing! There is 
in a Glory in it taken from the blefled Author of it; and its 
1d Deſign is to transfer the ſame to its Yoraries, But the 
18 Profeſſors of it in common, come fo far ſhort of its noble 
4 Spirit and Attainments, and mingle ſo much of another 
to Kind with it, that inſtead of ſetting it off in its own ami- q 11] 
al able Colours, they rather darken and diſgrace it. Hence | 
it is, that it greatly loſes its Name and Influence in many | 
- | Places. But were Chriſtians now as they ſhou'd be, . 
1 not only hearty and fervent in carrying on the Concern- £ 
ments of their own Souls with the World above, but did 4 
they manifeſt a true Chriſtian Spirit and Behaviour in . 
their general Courſe ; did they appear like eminent and 
uſeful Perſons amongſt Men, uſcful in their Families in 7 
the beſt Senſe, doing good to one another, and uſeful in 14 
the Congregation and Church: Were Chriſtians, I ſay, | 
hearty, active, and zealous in theſe Things, Religion it | 
ſelf would have Honour in them, as it is juſt it ſhould, | 
ſecing it is this that makes them ſuch eminent, uſeful 
Perſons. Thus Religion would carry a better Name and 
Countenance, Sin and Wickedneſs wou'd be ready to 
hide their Heads and vaniſh before it. Envy and Malice 
would find little Koom .to load the Chriſtian -Profeflion - 
with Revroaches. The very Enemies of Religion would 
be forced ſurely, to confeſs the ſuperior Excellencies and 
Virtues of it, or to ſtand ſtill in Silence and Shame, And 
whatever particular Profeſſion they make, or Soctety they 
7 | belong to, that Profeſſion and that Society would come in 
, for its Share of Honour, reſulting from the Behaviour I 
1 have now recommended. I muſt further add, that this 
; 
) 
| 


will be a likely means to quicken and ſtir up others. 
When the Heads of Families, the Members, and leadin 
Perſons of Congregations, appear to ſtand up boldly — 
bravely for the Eule of ef when they appear 
ready to aſſiſt others, active and uſeſul; this vill greatly 

blunt the Edge, and take off the Force of Diſcourage- | 
ments, from the Frowns, Threatnings, or hard Names | 
of the World, which have fo fatal an Influence upon ma- | 
ny that begin to look Sion-wards. This ſurely would | 
ſhame the . and Coldneſs of many, and be ready | | 
to kindle at leaſt ſome Sparks of Zeal for God and his 
Cauſe. One would hope this might put Life, Spirit and 
Zeal into others, that Sebold what ſuch are induſtriouſ! 
doing for God, and the good Cauſe. Methinks I can 4 
| | 2 F eng 
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moſt hope, that by this Means the Practice would grow 
and f * it caps ſome Meaſure amongſt the grow 
part of a Congregation. However, if the Heads of Con- 
gre tions and Churches were leading the Way in the 
ath of Uſefulneſs, ſome would be learning, and by de- 
2 taking the ſame Steps : This may be expected from 
oſe of the Riſing Generation, that are, or ſhall prove 
hopeful and ſerious. And thus, as one Ser of uſcful Per- 
ſons were going off the Stage, another would be gp 
on to fill up their Places. "Na , the Uſe and Service 
ſuch a Practice ſeems to extend it ſelf to the Work of Re- 
ligion and Godlineſs, in every View and Step of its Pro- 
greſs in Societies. Indeed the Efficacy and Succeſs 


the Goſpel, and of all Ways and Meaſures to be uſed 


% 


in the Hands of the Spirit. But Perſons may ma- 
ny Ways provoke God, and grieve the good Spirit. And 
it can hardly be doubted; but the Lukewarmneſs, Negli- 
gence, and Sloth of Chriſtians, and their great Neglect 
of proper Meaps and Meaſures, is one great Occafion that 


to promote Religion, depends upon the Bleſſing of 
God. hs of the Spirit. B 


little Good is done or going forward in ſome Places and 


Congregations. But when Chriſtians are found helpful 
nd uſctul, in the ſeveral] Ways in which they ought to 
2 ſo ; when Miniſter and People join heartily in all Mea- 
ſures to promote and advance Religion, can it be thought 
that a God hearing Prayer, God who is faithful, and has 
promiſed, will 'not ſet in- with the Work ? Can it be 
thought, that Chriſt 7eſus, whoſe Cauſe and Intereſt it 
is, will not own and ſmile upon the Undertaking ? Will 


not the good Fpirit of Grace, whoſe Office it is to breathe | 


Life and Succeſs into our poor Endeavours, put to his 
Hand? Yes, the known Succeſs argues the Beling. In- 
deed when the Things themſelves are well weighed, and 
conſidered here, this would be helping Religion in eve- 
ry View, and in every Step of its Progreſs in Congre 


tions and Churches; for they are to be helpful and uſe-. 


tul this way in their Families, in encouraging the Word 
and Ordinances of Chriſt, in ſeconding the Labours and 
Endeavours of Miniſters; helpful and uſeful to one ano- 
ther, and in various Ways uſeful in the Congregation 
and Church, Thoſe are bappy Places and Congregatio 

indeed, where Miniſter and People fill their Places, wee 


Jo their Parts as they ſhould do; where they heartily join 


Forces in carrying on the great Deſign of Religion! I grieve 


at 


) 


* 
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| at my very Heart, for thoſe of my Brethren; who have 
their Lot caſt amongſt ſuch as will be brought to little 
or nothing this way! I would to God, that in all the 
Churches of Chriſt there were a competent Number of 
eminent, active Chriſtians, ready to enter heartily into 
all Meaſures to encourage and promote the real Intereſt of 
Religion and Godlineſs. | 


* 


3. Particular * that are thus Helpful and uſe- 
ful, will alſo find their Account and Advantage in it, 
as it Twill very much tend to their own Edification 
and Comfort. 

If the Parriculars under which this Practice has been 
branched out are kept in view, it is eaſy to obſerve, that 
there is hardly an Inſtance wherein Chriſtians are to be 
aſſiſting to others, but it tends either directly or indirect- 
ly, to mutual Edification among Chriſtians. And there- 
2 whilſt any are aiming to do Good to others, they 

will at the ſame Time be improving themſelves. A few 

Hints are ſufficient to point out the uſeful Chriſtians own 

Advantage here. If in your Families you are oſten en- 
8 ged in leading thoſe under your Care into the Know- 
Fe ge of Divine Things; or as Occafion and Opportunit 
invites, are doing ſomething like this amongſt others, wi 
not this be teaching your ſelves afreſh, and rendering the 
great Things of Keligion familiar to your ſelves? Ma- 
ters and Teachers to others are at the ſame Time teach- 
ing themſelves. When you are endeavouring it with 
others, will you not at. once warn, exhort, excite, and 
quicken your ſelves as well as them? Can you give En- 
couragement, or hand Comfort to others, and not taſte 
the Sweetnels of ir your ſelves ? You'll be adding to your 
own Experience too, by ſeeing and obſerving that of 
others. As there is in this Practice a manifeſt Tenden- 


cy to give Perſons a fuller View and Infight into the true 
Int of Religion and Congregations, and the Ways and 
Meaſures of promoting and advancing it, it ſerves to en- 
large the Mind with Love to Religion, and the Souls of 
Men; — to keep up and encreaſe Zeal and Publick-Spi- 
ritedneſs ; — to teach Prudence and holy Skill in Conduct 
and Management ; even to beget a greatet Aptneſs and 
Readineſs to every good Work. — And then for the Com- 
fort of it; — There is not only ſome peculiar Pleaſure 
annexed to Actions of this kind, which a religious Mind 
| 7 will 


— — Coy 
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ds it, and put into the Way of it? 
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will find and feel, but here is a Foundation for Satisſacti- 


on in a larger View. Suppoſe 50 are found practiſing 


commendably in this way, — doing your Part in yaur Fa- 
milies; — helpful to your Miniſter, encou — him, 
and ſtrengthning his Hands in the great and bleſſed Hork; 
— furniſhing your Share of Service, towards · the Encou- 


ragement and 3 1 of Religion in the Place and So- 


ciety where your Lot is caſt ; and aſſiſting Fellow- Chri- 
ſtians and Brethren in their various, ſpiritual Concerns, 
what a pleafing Conſciouſneſs of having done your Duty 
to God and Man, muſt take its Place in the Mind upon 
this account? The very Suppoſition of all this, only in 
Theory, and at a Diſtance, carries Pleaſure -in it; how” 
much more when Conſcience makes the Application to 
it ſelf? Hence too, you wou'd have reaſon to expect, hat 
you ſhould ſee others coming in, and taking the ame 


| Courſe for the Good of Religion: And thus you wou d 


have Joy at Heart, in beholding the Intereſt and Cauſe yauu 
have loved likely to ſurvive your Time of Action, and 
be tranſmitted to future Generations. O delightful Pro- 
ct, to every true Lover of God and Religion! But, if 
hriſtians do little or nothing in the Way of being help- 
ſul and uſeful, Conſcience may well upbraid and aggra- 
vate the finful, ſhametul Nahen; and ſet forth a dark 
and diſcouraging Proſpect, about, What ſpall become of 
Religion ? It the Practice now promiſes ſo much Advan- 
tage to Miniſters in their Work, to the Intereſt of Reli- 
gion in Societies, and even to the Chriſtian's own Edifi- 


cation and Comfort, I leave this to inforce and recom- 


mend it. 


— 


SA . | 
How | Chriſtians are to be brought to be helpful } 
and uſeful, and put into the Way of it. 


75 * Want of Chriſtian Helpfulneſs and Uſefulneſs is 

a Thing generally ſeen and felt, and can't but be la- 
mented! And the Occafions of this are ſuch as will not 
eaſily be got over. How then ſhall Chriſtians be brought 


1. It 


fo be helpful and uſeful this Way, 31 


1. Ir is convenient, that they be inſtructed and prepa- * 
red for it. | 
The Subject before us takes a wide Compaſs; and 
fince Chriſtians are too little ſenſible, how much they are 
obliged to theſe Things in Point of Duty, and of their 
reat Uſe and Advantage, they ſhou'd be taught and in- 
ructed in the ſeveral Ways of being helpful and uſeful. 
They ſhou'd alſo be prepared and guarded againſt Dith- 
culties, falſe Steps, and — as much as may 
be, in undertaking or carrying them on. Not only what 
they are to do muſt be pointed out to them, but the Cir- 
cumſtances of Things, the Tempers and Inc)inations, and 
Humours of ſuch with whom they will have to do, muſt 
be conſulted: Without ſomething this way little will be 
done to purpoſe ; and therefore ſome Care and Pains 
[ſhould be taken, that they be inſtructed and prepared for 
theſe Things. It often falls in a Miniſter's Way from the 
Pulpit, to call up the Concern of his People for the Glo- 
ry of God and the Redeemer's Kingdom; to fill them 
with a melting Concern for Souls; to ſtand up manfully 
for the Cauſe they have put their Hands to; to wor 
them into a publick Spirit, and now and then let fall 
ſome Sparks as it were, upon their Zeal, to keep that 
alive and in Motion. But it ſeems as tho! this wou d not 
be ſufficient to give them full and particular Inſtruction 
and Infight into the Buſineſs of Helpfulneſs and Uſefulneſs : 
A more private Way of inſtructing and preparing them for 
it may beit anſwer the End. This may be one in Conver- 
ſation, as Opportunities ſerve, and Things fall in the Way. 
And where Things of this Nature have heretofore had 
little place, it might be convenient enough to make a de- 
ſigned and ſect Thing of it at particular Times and Sea- 
ſons, So when the Affairs of Religion and the Congrega- 
tion are to be taken into Confideration, ſome Things may 
be ſuggeſted and dropped looking this way. In Places 
and Congregations where theſe Things have had little or 
no footing, the introducing of them, and ſetting them up, 
will be a Thing of Time, and only brought about by de- 
grees. But in Places where theſe Things have been in 
uſe , amongſt Chriſtians, Obſervation, Experience and 
Practice, will go a great Way towards giving an Infight 
into them. Farther, as for the younger Branches of Con- 
gregations and Churches, that appear well , A | 
Bt eli. 
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Religion, and promiſing for Service and Uſefulneſs, it is 
highly convenient to enter them into the Way of it: And 
there ſeems not a more effectual Way of doing this, than 
r, hens gradually to the Wiſe and Experienced, 
in the Affairs of the Church, or in any uſeful Meaſures 
and Undertakings. 


2. They muſt be put upon it, and encouraged in it. 

There is not only too much Back wardneſs in the Spi- 
rits of Perſons to theſe Things, but in ſome Parts of Chri- 
ſtian (Helpfulneſs and Uſefulneſs eſpecially, there are 
Difficulties and Diſcouragements that beſet the Way. 80 
that Chriſtians muſt be earneſtly exhorted and quickened 
to exert themſelves, by urging upon them the Neceſſity 
of their doing ſo, and the Uſe they may be of to Mini- 
ſters, and to the Encouragement of Religion; and by a 
Variety of other powerful and engen Motives. And 
when they are brought into a g iking of ſuch a 
Scheme of Management between Miniſter and People, 
and are in readinefs for it, they ſhould be led into the 
Practice by eaſy Steps, firſt to one Thing, and then to 
another. And when they perform and iſe well, 
kind Notice 'ſhould be taken of it, and ſuitable Com- 
mendations beſtow id upon it: This will be a ſucceſaſul 
Motive with many. And then further, when the good 
Effects and Conſequences of what they have been doing 
more plainly ſhew themſelves, theſe ſhould be taken 
Notice of, and brought upon the Board, to make an 
Advantage of them in favour of what we are dri- 


ving n 
Would Miniſters have their People helpful and uſe- 
2 fal, Jet rhem- find Work: for — — BEE 
Age and Abilities, Place aud Standing. 
Some Work neceſſary to be done in Congregations. and 
Churches will not be fit for every hand; but it calls for 
culiar - Abilities, Age, and Experience; and therefore 
ould chiefly be allotted to the more Underſtanding and 
Experienced. Such Work amongſt ſome is aſſigned to 2 
ſelect Number, pitched upon for their Wiſdom and Emi- 
nency in Religion; and certainly very reaſonably. - But 
Chriſtian Uſefulneſs ſhould be carried into as general 
4 Practice as may be. Not only the moſt eminent Chri 


ſtians of a Society, but others alſo, ſhould be * and 


. 
„ 
— 
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uſeful, and therefore ſome Work ſhould be cut but for 
them by the Miniſter. Thus they may be put upon 
Work in their Families; upon encouraging Ordinances, 
and ſeconding the Labours of the Miniſter. They may 
be directed to Uſeſulneſs, in prometing Intimacy, Friend- 
ſhip, Peace and Love among Fellow-Cnriftians 3 in con- 
verfing together, encouraging, - exhorting, and helping 
one another, and in praying with and for one another; 
and may be taken to bear a Part in the Affairs of the 
Congregation. Even young Perſons, that appear well. 
grounded in 3 may be put upon doing ſomething 
amongſt thoſe of their own Age and Rank, to invite 
them into the Ways of God, to encourage them, to con- 
verſe frequently together, and in reading good Yocłs, 
and praying together. It is no very difficult Matter for 
Miniſters to find ſome Work for Perſons to do, with a 
Defign to lead them into the Way of Uſefulneſs; and 
when once they are brought into it, if Religion lies at 
the Heart, the greateſt Difficulty is over, and they are 
caſily led on. | 


J. For ſuch as are found helpful and uſeful, care ſbould 
+ *b# taken to ſupport their Character and Intereſt. 

Though the Services I have been urging are indecd ve: 
ry honourable, and recommend Perſons greatly to the 
Eſteem and Love of the wiſeſt and beſt Part cf Mank ind; 
yet Circumſtances may occur in which it is odds but they 
ſhall meet with hard Names, Cenſures and Reprqggbes; 
with Oppoktion and Diſcouragement from one Quarter or 
another. And theſe may tempt them to cool their Zea), 
and flacken their Diligence, if Miniſters and others don't 
ſtand by them, and ſtand up for them too. This is need- 
ful as to Perſons of leading Characters in the Congrega- 
tion; their Intereſt ſhould be ſupported, to give them 
Room and Opportunity for Uſefulneſs. And when others 
ate taking the ſame Meaſures and Steps, Miniſters and 
Fellow-Chriſtians ſhould favour the good Defign and Ur- 
dertaking, and be ready to skreen or defend them as Oc- 
cafion requires. Such as are ſound helpful and uſeful muſt 
not be ſuffered to be run down, but ſhould rather wear 
ſome honourable Mark of Diſtinction, ſuch as: is always 
due to the moſt uſeful Perſons. | LS 
In ſome ſuch Method as this, now, methinks it is, that 
Chriſtians muſt be brought to be helpful and uſeful. I 
nd #7 wtf 1 P 6 7 2 am 
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am aware, that to bring this Practice to any conſiderable 
Pitch, will be ſomething difficult in ſome Places, under 
ſome Circumſtances. Where it has been little in Eſteem 
or Uſe it will be difficult to introduce and ſet it on foot; 
and a Miniſter muſt be contented to look upon it as a 
Thing to be accompliſh'd not at once, but in Time, and 
by ealy Steps: But even in this Caſe, I apprehend, the 
attempting of it may be worth while, 


AQ 


— 


CHAP. V. 
Some Objections flated and anſwered. 


Would hope, the peculiar Advantages that might at- 
tend ſuch a Practice as this among Chriſtians, ap 
like ſo many Witneſſes for it. And yet I am very ſenſi- 
ble, there are many Objections abroad in the World 
againſt a Practice of this Sort, which may very poſſibly be 
—_ of, and taken up againſt what I am offering 

It. 11 


1. Some are pleaded in favour of the Miniſtry. 
If Chriſtians muſt go along with the Miniſter, when 
Thiggs are to be tranſacted which concern the Congrega- 
tion ind Church, Will not this infringe upon the pecu- 
% liar Work and Office of Þ Miniſters and Paſtors?” 
—— Why, I hope not. The Main of the Miniſter's pe- 
culiar Work, as 1 take it, confiſts in -publick Praying, 
Preaching, and Expounding the Word of God, and in 
Adminiſtring the Sacraments; and I can't ſee how this 
is broke in upon, by what I have aſſigned to Chriſtians 
as the Parts of their Duty, in order to be helpful and uſe- 
ful : And when they keep the Place afligned them there 
is no danger this way. But it will be ſaid farther, 
« When theſe Things are put into the Hands of the 
1 People they often render them forward beyond mea- 
« ſure ; they become proud and trouble ſome; and can't 
& reſt, ſome of them, till they are got into the Pulpit 
ce themſcl ves. But now, all this can be urged 
fairly upon no other foot than that of accidental Confo- 
"quence z for I am confident, what I here recommend 
. 
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gives no juſt Grounds for it; ſo that it muſt come to 
this, that a Practice of this Sort among Chriflians may 
be, and ſometimes is abuſed : Some take Occaſion from 
it to run into Extremes. Doubtleſs, other Things are 
to be taken in here, as giving Riſe, in part at leaſt, to 
ſuch Inconveniencies, Where they happen, it is often ob- 
ſerved to be from Things being upon an ill Footing, and 
under imprudent Management; from giving, it may be, 
improper Perſons too much Share in ſome Things. But 
this, I propoſe, ſhonld be guarded againſt, and Care 
and Pains taken to inſtruct ef > prepare Perſons for Help- 
fulneſs and Uſefulneſs. It deſerves to be confidered here 
alſo, Whether theſe Inconveniencies don't ſometimes ariſe 
from the Want of giving Encouragement to ſome, in Ways 
and Meaſures of Chriſtian Diligence and Helpfulneſs; 
from the Want of putting ſome Perſons upon proper 
Work: And ſo becauſe they are diſcouraged from doing 
any Thing, others take upon themſelves more than be- 
longs to them. An intire Diſcouragement as to Chriſtian 
Helpfulneſs ſeems ſometimes to tempt ſome to exceed 
all due Bounds, and to break looſe from their proper 
Sphere. Beſides, methinks Miniſters may find Ways and 
Means, N ſome leading, fteady Perſons along with 
them, to check ſuch Inconveniencies, and put à Stop to 
them in their beginnings. However, there are many In- 
ſtances to be found, of Places and Congregations where 
the People have been encouraged in theſe Reſpects with. 
out any Appearance of what this Objection aims at, but 


with a great and an agreeable Appearance of another 


kind. After all, ſuppoſing Inconveniencies cannot be in- 
tirely provided againſt, yet little Weakneſſes, Impruden- 


cies and Miſtakes, will not be ſufficient to ſet atide the 


Practice which Chriſtians are here put upon. For In- 
ſtance, if fome Weakneſs and Imprudence ſhould attend 
Family Inſtruction, certainly it is better it ſhould be done 
rly than not done at all. So likewiſe in encouraging 
rdinances, and feconding the Sermons and Labours of 
Miniſters, Cc. And in Caſes where more Prudence and 


— 
* 


Conduct is needſul, if Care be taken, any great Miſchief 


may be prevented, 


— — — ” 
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2. There are Objections likewiſe on the Side of rhe 
People, coho are to be helpful to their Miniſters, and 
-* , uſefub in the Congregation. .. he 
Some arc for ſuppatipg it no Concern of theirs to be 
help@ul thus to Miniſters, and useful in the Congregation, 
that theſe Things lie out of the Limits of their Duty, 
- But, pray think again, and cloſely, of this Matter; 1s 
it not Your Duty to teach and inſtruct your Families, and 
lay them in the Way of Goſpel Means ? — To attend up- 
on the Word and Ordinances of God, and to encourage 
them with your Families, and àamongſt others too? —Doth 
not it belong to you to ſecond the Sermons and Labours 
of Miniſters, by examining, encouraging, exhorting, or 
admoniſhung the Sou, under your Care, according to what 
they hear from Tame to Time 7 ls it not very needful, 
that a Miniſter ſhould haye knowledge of the State of 
your Familics ; how Religion ſtands amongſt you? — Of 
the State of the Congregation and the Church, and the 
Members of it? Is not a good Underſtanding and: brother] 
Love, of Importance amongſt Fellow-Worſhippers anc 
Fellow-Members ? Is it not the expreſs Duty of Chriſtians 
to adviſe, encourage, exhort, admoniſh, comfort, and be 
helpful and uſeful. to one another ? But, We, ſhall bring 
% upon our {elves Ill-will hereby, and as the World. goes, 
% ſhall be branded with ſevere Names, Cenſures and 
++ Reproaches.” . This indeed ſhou'd put you upo 
Care and Watchfulneſs, that in what you do you may a 
with Sincerity and Uprightneſs, with Humility, Wiſdom 
and Diſcretion ; But this ſhould not affright you from the 
Matter of your Duty, and what will, redound very much 
to your Honour. The great God and your Saviour will 
be pleaſed 12 you ; your Miniſters, and the beſt Friends 
of Chriſt and Religion, will encourage and ſtand by you; 
and then you need not much mind or fear what others ſhall 
think or ſay of you. There are no Objections ſufficient 
to hinder or excuſe you, from endeavouring to make your 
ſelves beipful to Miniſters, and uſeful in the Congregz- 
tions and Churches you belong to. N 


ft 
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* tion, in order to 
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© COMP. 1 
Heads of Caution, Advice and Direction. 


A FTER all that has been ſaid, concerning Chriſtian 
Helpfulneſs and Uſcſulneſs, it is »ncceſſary to ſub- 
join ſomething by way of Caution, Advice and Dire- 
point out to Chriſtians, how they * 

ought to manage . themſelves in the Way 
Practice. Nr , x 


1, In this Bufineſs of being helpful and uſeful, 
know ycur Strength and "bility: jour Place and 
Character. i W > M 

In ſome Things this way the ordina Underftand- 

ing god Experience of Chriſtians may be ſüfficient ta di- 

re 


and guide them; but as to ſeveral Branches of Chri- 


» ſtian Helpfulneſs and Uſcfulneſs, what I now mention is 


one of the moſt needſul Things we have to learn, and 

of the hardeſt to receive and conduct our ſelves by 54 
much footing bas Pride, and a fond Opinion of our ſelves, 
got in corrupted Nature. Humbly and impartially then 


examine and conſult your own Ability and Capacity, your 


Age, Experience, Place and Character, and manage ac- 


cCordingly. Where natural Parts and Gifts are of the 


lower Size, ſuch ſhou'd not aim at or aſpire after 
Things beyond their Reach. Where there is juſt 
Cauſe to acknowledge Things are too great, too nice and 
difficult, they ſhould be declined by ſuch as much as 
may be, and left to the more skilful and experienced. 


- There is indeed, in ſome Chriſtians of no mean Abilities 


and Atrainments, ſuch a Degree of Modeſty, Humility, 
and Suſpicion of themſelves, that it is hard to bring them 
into Meaſures of being active and helpful; but ſuch if 


they can be brought into the Way of it will commonly be 


found of conſiderable Service. And there may be others, 
whoſe Forwardneſs and Zeal ſhall much outrun their Abi- 


lities; and ſome Checks and Reſtraints may be proper 


here. It is often unhappy, where Chriſtians buſy them- 
{elves in ſuch Things as are too high for them. Hence 
ariſe ſome of thoſe Inconveniencies that are ſo often com- 

| - plained 
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| 282 of, and laid to the Charge of our putting theſe 
hings into the Hands of Chriſtians. It is good alſo to 
know our own peculiar Weakneſs ; where we are moſt 
likely to flip and fail, and to keep a ſtrict Guard upon 
our {elves here. So a Regard is to be had to the ſeveral 
Diſtinctions amongſt Men, natural or civil; as between 
Parents and Children, Maſters and Servants ; and 
the Difference which is often found in their religious 
Character; as between the elder and younger Ranks of 
Chriſtians, and between the Weak * Unskilful, and 
the Strong and Experienced. So thoſe who are of lead- , 
Ing and honourable Characters, for Underſtanding, Expe- 
rience, and eminent Attainments in Religion, are to have 
their Place and Regards accordingly. When Things are 
otherwiſe, and little or no Regard is had to the ſeveral 
lations and Piſtinctions among Men, but every Thing 
put upon one common Level, this tends to unhinge all 
Order and Harmony, and often occaſions a great deal of 
Miſchief. And therefore in the ſeveral Ways wherein 
Chriſtians are to be belpful and uſeful, this is the Rule, 
they are to aft is Character. And this ſhou'd be obſer- 
ved, not only in ſuch Things wherein Chriſtians have to 
do one with another, but they ſhould know their Place as 
to their Miniſter that is ſer over them in the Lord It is 
unſcemly and miſchie vous when it is otherwiſe. Congre- 
gations and Churches never look with a more pleaſing and 
| ens Aſpect than when there is an Harmony among · 
| Mini ers and 21 . Lye? ay Xe L and zealous 
In carrying on the Concerns of Religion, yet maintain 
their ſe ny | 


veral Places and Characters. 


3. In being helpful and uſeſul, ler it appear that you 
a4 with good and laudable Ends and Views, and 
. ». With a Chriſtian Spirit and Temper. ; 
The Apoſtles Rule is, Let nothing be done through 
Sirefe or Vain: glory, but in Lowlineſs of Mind let each 
eſteem others herter than themſelves, Look not every Man 
as his own Things, but every Man alſo on the Things of 
others, Phil. 11. 3, 4. I am ſorry there ſhou'd be occaſion 
to mention it; but there are Complainrs up and down, 
* many who are forward in ſuch Things as theſe, be- 
tray ſo much Pride and Self. conceit; are moroſe and 
% over-bearing, or act with a Spirit of Oppoſition, Strife 


« and Ill-will, that they very much ſpoil what is aimed 
: | | . 44 at 
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« at hereby.” Hence the Practice looks odd in the 
Eyes of many, — If this be true, as IT am afraid it ſome- 
times is, I am heartily grieved and aſhamed, that fo 
little of the true Chriſtian Spirit ſhould influence the 
Proceedings of ſuch Perſons, I could wiſh, that all who 
are to be helpful and ufefu}, would make it appear, that 
they are acted by the noble, generous Spirit of the Go+ 
i; that they are Perſons of Sincerity and Uprightneſs, 
and what they do proceeds from a deep and tender Con- 
cern for the Glory of God and the Good of Souls. Thus 
in what you do to this * in your Families let it ap- 
r to thoſe about you, that all you ſay and do, comes 
m an hearty, tender Concern for their Souls. And if 
upon any great Occaſions it be found needful to ſhew 
our Diſpleaſure againſt any great Neglects or Faults of 
uch as are under your Care, let not Wrath or Bitterneſs 
ſhew themſelves ; but at the ſame Time that you expreſs 
your Diſlike and Diſpleaſure at the Offence, let all the 
ious Tenderneſs of your Souls flow forth towards the 
arty concerned. So in what is done farther as to others, 
either in the Affairs of the Congregation and Church, or 
of particular Perſons and Members, let it appear that your 
Zeal is for the Glory of God, the Good and Welfare of 
thoſe that are concerned, and the common Intereſt ; and 
let Mcekneſs, Love and ny ye" always act their Parts 
here. Perſonal Diſguſts or Reſentments, Party- Views or 
Meaſures, ſhould have no Place when you go about to 
be helpful and uſeful to Miniſters or others. Thus if you 
make it appear that you act with good and laudable Ends 
and Views, little Miſtakes, if they ſhou'd happen, will 
be * by, you will beſt attain your , and the 
Cauſe you are engaged in will eſcape the Cenfures which 
might otherwiſe happen. wy 


3. Let your 1 helpful to your Miniſter, be in 4 
Way that ſhall be agreeable to him. 26s 
What I now mention is not ſo much infiſted upon from 
any ſuch peculiar Power and Authority as is dere 
conferred upon the Miniſter by ſome, but upon this evi- 


dent Principle, that it is needful there ſhould be an Har- 
mony and an Agreement between a Miniſter and his 


People. A good Underſtanding there ſhou'd be, and 


all Affairs ought to be carried on and move in Agreement 
and Concord. Where it is otherwiſe, and 2 and 
J eople 
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People are very much for different Meaſures in Things 
that regard the Peace, good Order and Edification of 
urches, they are certainly unhappily caſt together. 
And therefore, I fay, let your Meaſures of being helpful 
and, uſeful be agreeable to your Miniſter : Take his A p- 
bation along with you. In ſome Caſes eſpecially it 
hol be thus, where Matters are of common and pub- 
lick Concernment ; in ſome Things you ſhou'd not pro- 
ceed; without him. And though in ſome others it may 
t always be neceſſary that you ſhould firſt conſult your 
Miniſter, yet act ſo as you have reaſon to believe will 
be agreeable to him and not difagreeable. © Happy would 
it be. for ſome Congregations and Churches if there was 
none of this; if Miniſter and People went hand in hand 
in Wealures for ho 7 . ied Meaſures and Pro- 
ceedings often depend pretty much upon the Things 
. that OF” are 8 have in Pep and are V5 
accordingly from the apprehended Uſe and Conſequences 
of ſuch Things; and therefore as there may be room for 
it ſometimes, ſo it would be well if both fides, Miniſter 
and People, would abate a little of their Stiffneſs, and 
meet together in Meaſures prudently contrived for- the 
common Intereſt, and Service of Religion. 
4, In your acting this way, Jet it be with Wiſdom and 
Prudence. | 3 | 
Prudence is an excellent Gift and Talent in a Miniſter, 
Amongſt all his other Abilities. this will wear a patticulat 
Luftre, and will render every Thing elſe in him the more 
taking and uſeful. And when Prudence enters into the Cha- 
ractet of a private Chriſtian, ſuch an one becomes the more 
amiable be. promiſing for Uſefulneſs. Real Goodneſs, ani- 
mated with an active Zeal, directed and governed by Wiſdom 
and Prudence, can be no mean Character. Wiſdom and 
Prudence are Companions in à near Alliance. Prov. 
viii. 12. 1 Wiſdom dwell with Prudence. Wiſdom and 
radence, together with the Ways and Means of doing 
ings, will conſult Circumſtances that lie here and there, 
Conveniencies and Inconveniencics, . Difficulties and Dari- 
ers, and ſo direct the Courſe. Prov, xxii. 3. A'prudent 
25 foreſeeth the Evil and bileth 1 61 And not on- 
1y the Circumſtances of Things, but of Time and Place, 
and Perſons concerned. As there is great room now for 
*r Pe pe LOFTS. 
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of it ; ſomething of it ſhould run throughout with the 
Chriſtian in his being helpful and uſeful, or Things will 
not be well done, It is an excellent Talent where Pru- 
dence has its Place and its Office, in the Education, In- 
ſtruction, and Government of Families, Prudence is to be 
uſed in encouraging the Word and Ordinances, and in ſe- 
conding the Miniſter's Labouts. And when the Chriſtian 

oes farther, and comes to have an Hand in the. Affairs cf 
the Congregation and Church, he is to be upon his 
Guard, and uſe all the Prudence he is Maſter ot. It is 
oY for want of ſome good Conduct that ſome well- de- 

gning Perſons in aiming to be helpful and uſeful miſs it 
ſo much, and. by Imprudencies they commit, they give 
Occafion to thoſe Complaints that are often faſtened upon 
the Practice it ſelf. Some have a particular Talent for 
wiſe and prudent Conduct; but ordinarily a Carriage and 
Conduct directed by Wiſdom and Prudence ig a rare as 
well as an excellent Qualification. Howeyer, we have 
Means and Helps for the Learning and Attaining of this. 
The careful Reading and Studying of the Proverbs of Sy- 
lomon may be of excellent Uſe this way. Study human 
Nature in others, and obſerve the Workings of your own 
Hearts. In Prayer, remember carneſtly to requelt it of 
God, to direct and guide your Steps. Where difficult 
Caſcs preſent themſelves you may do well to adviſe with 
your Miniſter, or with others of Wiſdom and Experience, 


about Management. Often review your own Steps and 


Conduct, and carefully obſerve where you have miſſed 
and failed, and be upon your Guard for the Future. And 
there is hardly any Thing that will be more helpful this 
way; than to take ftrict Notice of, and mark the Steps 
of ſuch as are eminent for prudent Conduct and Ma- 
nagement; for here Examples will do more than 
Precepts, . 4 


5. Guard againſt thoſe Things that. may binder, or 


_ ſpoil Helpfulneſs and Uſefulneſs. | K. 
Various TH, s of this Sort 2 Tendency might be 
pointed out. Whatever may give Perſons à ſuſpicious or 
a blemiſh'd Character; — as Spots and Stains upon Ha- 


neſty and Juſtice, = if ſuſpected of Falſhood and Deceit, 


— Covctous to a great Degree, = careleſs and negligent 


in Chriſtian Practice, — found now and then amongſt the 
EF riends of Exceſs and * Ce. — So Whatever 


ſavoute 


* 
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| favours very much of an ill Temper and Spirit; if proud, 
8 haughty and over-bearing ; ill- natured, four and moroſe 
. keen at Reſentments, full of Imprudencies, Sc. Such 
| F Things as theſe will either very much cut Perſons off 
I from Opportunities of being belpful and uſeful, or ſpoil 
1 their attempting it. There is one Thing more too which 
? | Chriſtians ſhould particularly be warned and cautioned 
id | againſt ; and this is the Buſineſs of giving Offence. In 
j 8 and Circumſtances eſpecially, I hardly know 
is | any Thing of more hurtful Conſequence to the good Un- 
derſtanding, mutual Love, and even Edification of Socie- 
ties, than the frequent Occaſions of giving Offence. In 
this I am not 1 es but I have along with me the Judg- 
ment of many of my wiſer and more experienced Zre- 
thren. Many that are got into a generous Way of Think- 
ing in other 8 and are greatly formed for Uſeful- 
neſs, yet their Generoſity is greatly wanting, in not ſhew- 
ing a Tenderneſs, Compaſſion, and charitable Regard. 
and ConduQ towards many of their Chriftian Brethren, 
who are not in the ſame Latitude of Thinking and Acting 
with themſelves. By Liberties they take, in Talking, 
keeping Company, in Diverſions, and other Things, they 
cut themſelves off very much from being uſeful beyond 
their own Families. They occafion Uneafineſs and Heart 
burnings in many honeſt and well - meaning Chriftians, and 
create a Miniſter more Trouble than they defign or arc 
awate of. This is a Matter of ill Influence, and the Cauſe 
; of heavy Complaints to many Miniſters whoſe Hearts arc 
hor within them to do good. I know it is often ſaid, 
Why do others le B68 at our Liberties, which we 
*« eſteem innocent and lawſul? Why, the Reaſon is 
Plain, becauſe their Conſciences and yours have this diffe- 
rence z they don't put them, upon an innocent and harm- 
Jeſs Footing as you do, but look upon them in à worſe 
Light. Now, when the Caſe ſtands thus among Brethren, 
Chriſtian Forbearance and Charity muſt have * . But, 
Who muſt yield and forbear?” Why, Duty and Con- 
ſcience are ſeldom pleaded as obhiging to theſe Liber- 
ties; and therefore — be abſtaming on this ſide, 
dut of regard to weak and tender Conſciences, as the Apo- 
ſtle direRs in the Controverſy about eating Meats offered 
"ro Zdols; Rom. xv. 1. The Strong muſt bear the Infirmi- 
rin the Weak. Indeed, I would not altogether have 
weak, honeſt, well-meaning Perſons, indulg W 
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leſs Fancies, Scruples and Superſtitions, to the Hinderance 
of that Freedom and Liberty which we .are not debarred 
of, either as Men or Chriſtians. The Matter then, as I 
apprehend, muſt reſt here; Chriſtians muſt abſtain from 
all ſuch Libertics as only re indifferent Things, when 
they would occafion great nce. But then, let them 
bear a Sort of N at the ſame Time, againſt the 
groundleſs Fancies and Scruples of others, by letting them 
underſtand, that it 1s out of Tenderneſs, and brotherly 
Kindneſs towards them, and not from any apprehended 
Unlawfulneſs in the Things themſelves that they abſtain *, * 
By this Method Perſons will at once bear their Teſtimony 
for Liberty, and manifeſt their Chriſtian Forbearance 
Charity: And for my Part, I muſt call this a noble and 
commendable Piece of Self. Denial, and Tenderneſi to- 
wards our Chriſtian Brethren. I can't but think too, that 
this looks like the moſt effectual Way of bringing Perſons 
off from many of thoſe little Scruples and Fancics that are 
complained of. 

Under ſuch Cautions and Directions as theſe now, it i 
that the Practice I have here ſtated and recommend 
ſhould be received and conducted. I have nothing more 
to add; but only to leave the Whole with the Reader, 
and in thoſe blefJed Hands that muſt make every Attempt 
un Souls, and the Cauſe of Religion, ſac- 
ceſsful. 


4 See Dr. Watts's Sermon of a good Report, Vol. II. p- 429 
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